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Spatial Analysis @

n April 22, 2008, Philadelphians left their homes
Oand workplaces to head to the polls and cast

their votes in the primary elections. For the vast
majority, it was a straightforward process: they went to
their local polling location, gave their name and (if they
hadn't voted there previously) ID, and cast votes for the
candidates of their choice.

But for others, the day wasn't so simple: some
people found they weren't on the voter rolls, others that
their party affiliation had mysteriously changed, and still
others were turned away because someone else had
already voted in their names or left because they felt
intimidated by campaign volunteers or polling officials.

The truth is that these events aren’t as uncommon
as one might think. Even in this oldest of democracies,
relatively few (if any) elections are carried off without a
hiteh. And no one knows this better than Philadelphia’s
Committee of Seventy.

Election Oversight

The Committee of Seventy (Seventy) runs the oldest
non-partisan, local election oversight program, and it
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